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OF WRITS AND THEIR TRANSMUTATION: A 

DISQUISITION UPON THE ARCANE PROGENY OF 

COMMON LAW MANDAMUS 
 

AUTHORED BY - AKHIL VJ 

 

 

Introduction 

In the annals of jurisprudence, the writ, being an instrument of regal commandment, hath stood 

as a beacon of rectitude, guiding the scales of justice to their ordained balance. The writ of 

mandamus, amongst its brethren, doth hold especial eminence, being a remedial succor to those 

whom the machinery of governance hath aggrieved. This treatise shall delve into the juridical 

evolution of the writ, its origin in the venerable bosom of common law, and its transmutation 

through the vicissitudes of legal progression. 

 

The Genesis of Writs in Common Law 

The lineage of writs doth extend to the hoary days of Anglo-Norman sovereignty, wherein the 

sovereign, by his royal fiat, did ordain the dispensation of writs as instruments of judicature. 

These precepts, issued under the Great Seal, did constrain both subjects and tribunals to the 

mandates of law, thereby fortifying the bulwark of legal certainty. Among these, mandamus 

did emerge as the sine qua non of administrative justice, compelling public officers to discharge 

their statutory devoirs. 

 

The Writ of Mandamus: Nature and Scope 

Mandamus, deriving from the Latin ‘we command,’ doth vest within the superior courts the 

puissance to compel the execution of ministerial duty. Unlike its counterpart, certiorari, which 

doth annul errant decisions, mandamus doth enjoin inaction to be supplanted with rightful 

diligence. Yet, this prerogative writ doth not lie where discretion is reposed, for the judicature 

shunneth the encroachment upon executive deliberations. 

 

Jurisprudential Transmutations of Mandamus 

Through the epochs, mandamus hath undergone sundry transmutations, being sculpted by 

judicial ingenuity and statutory interpolation. In the august pronouncements of English and 
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American courts, the writ hath been moulded to serve the exigencies of modern governance. 

Its wielding in administrative law hath burgeoned, ensuring that officers of the realm be not 

derelict in their duties, yet it hath also been tempered with judicial restraint to obviate 

unwarranted interference. 

 

The Contemporary Tenor of Mandamus 

Alas, the modern era doth pose novel conundrums to the ancient writ. As bureaucracy hath 

waxed in complexity, so too hath the invocation of mandamus been ensnared in procedural 

labyrinths. Courts, in their wisdom, have imposed rigorous criteria, lest the writ be profligately 

dispensed. The delicate equipoise betwixt executive autonomy and judicial oversight doth 

remain a perennial quandary, necessitating a nuanced calibration of its issuance. 

 

Conclusion 

Thus, the writ of mandamus, once a regal decree, hath traversed the corridors of legal 

metamorphosis, retaining its quintessence whilst adapting to the vicissitudes of governance. It 

endureth as a testament to the dynamism of common law, an instrument of justice poised 

betwixt the anvil of administrative necessity and the hammer of judicial intervention. To its 

judicious dispensation must courts ever be vigilant, lest its potency be diluted or its authority 

be overreached. 
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